
  
Welcome to our MBI Children and Family Ministry Newsletter! We seek to support Children
and Family Ministry by providing free or inexpensive resources that inspire and educate
faith in Jesus.

"The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit."
 — Psalm 34:18 —

How to Minster to Grieving Families
Walking with families who are grieving is both a

challenge and a privilege in ministry. Andrea

Kee, a hospital chaplain who has spent most of

her time working with those who are

experiencing grief and loss, outlines what it

means to help families navigate life as they

grieve. From being an active listener to a

practical responder, she explains how to best

care for people at their lowest moments. This

article is an excellent resource for ministry

leaders who would like to become more

effective in caring for the hurting in their

church/ministry. Read it here.
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  Ministering to Hurting Families Edition

Trauma and Children
Since many children in the world today are

familiar with trauma, children and family

ministers must be ready to provide support in

response to the hardships of life. In this series of

articles on childhood trauma by Stephen

Grcevich, a child and adolescent psychiatrist,

resources are provided that cover the impact of

trauma on the developing brain, types of

childhood trauma, understanding traumatic

stress response, and more. Check out these

articles here to grow in a better understanding of

trauma response and care. 

Anchoring Our Souls during the Storm
The Coronavirus pandemic has disrupted the

lives of millions of individuals since its outbreak

in late 2019. As we navigate what appears to be

the end of this crisis, it is profitable for us to

learn from this experience so we can face crises

more effectively in the future. This article from

the Biblical Counseling Coalition shares five

biblical ways to navigate through a crisis. Click

here to learn how the power of God’s promises

and the strength of His character is an anchor

that steadies us all. 

Practical Tools: How to Help Hurting Families
Perhaps one of the most difficult tasks of

ministry is discerning how to best minister to

families when they are hurting. Nevertheless,

there are resources out there that can help you

navigate situations like these. Check out this

article from Childrensministry.com which shares

expert insights for helping families who are

facing displacement, a serious diagnosis, the

death of a child, or divorce. You can access this

article here. 

https://www.graceandpeacemagazine.org/ministering-to-grieving-families
https://church4everychild.org/trauma-and-kids/
https://www.biblicalcounselingcoalition.org/2020/06/05/anchoring-our-souls-during-the-storm/
https://childrensministry.com/help-hurting-families/


Kids in Poverty
Over one billion children

(throughout the world) are

suffering from one or more

forms of extreme

deprivation. The church can

take action to respond to

meet the tangible and

spiritual needs of under-

resourced children. Read this

article here to discover ways

you can make a difference in

your community.

The Gospel and the Poor
Our theology directly

influences how we minister

to the poor. In fact, truly

ministering to impoverished

families requires the gospel.

In The Gospel Coalition's
"Themelios" Journal, Tim

Keller points to Jesus' death

as our prime motivation to

minister to those who have

need. Read Keller's article

here.

 

Underprivileged
Families

“IF YOU CAN'T SEE HIS WAY PAST THE TEARS, TRUST HIS HEART.” 
― DWIGHT L. MOODY

For more information or to

subscribe to this newsletter, 

email us at cfm@moody.edu

7 Ways to Pray When Your
Child Goes Astray 

It is in deep anguish where

we need God to move the

most. However, it can be so

hard to know what to even

pray during times of

heartbreak. Crosswalk gives a

useful but simple prayer

guide that advises how to

intercede for a wayward child.

Click here to access this

prayer guide.

Loving Your Wayward Child
Watching a child walk away

from Jesus is a believing

parents' worst nightmare.

Discerning how to love

wayward children well is a

difficult task. In this article

from Desiring God, you will

find twelve practical ways to

show your child Jesus

through the way you love

them. Click here to learn

more.

 

Wayward Children

What Children Experience
(and How to Cope)
The impact of divorce on

children can be devastating

and it is crucial to help

them navigate the change.

Focus on the Family gives
parents four ways they can

help their children process

and heal after divorce. Click

here to learn more. 

Ministering to Children
Impacted by Divorce
One of the biggest

challenges that children

can face is the divorce or

separation of their parents.

Childrensministry.com
offers ways that the church

can minister effectively to

children during the process

of divorce. Click here to

learn more. 

 

Divorce/Separated
Families

https://cogop.org/children/kids-in-poverty-what-must-we-do/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/article/the-gospel-and-the-poor/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/article/the-gospel-and-the-poor/
https://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/7-ways-to-pray-when-your-child-goes-astray.html
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/12-ways-to-love-your-wayward-child
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/what-children-experience-and-how-to-help/
https://childrensministry.com/children-divorce/

